Board Members Present				Benton County Employees
Dave McNeal, Vice Chair 				Adam Fyall
Karla Brown, Secretary					
Sarah Funk, Member
Kit McBurney, Member

Absent
Laauli Faamausili, Chair – excused
Robin Emmingham, Member – excused

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call
Vice Chair, Dave McNeal, called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm and the Pledge was recited. 
Review & Approval of Agenda
The June 13, 2023, agenda was approved as submitted with the addition of adding joint park boards social to the business portion. 
Review & Approval of Minutes
The May 2023 minutes were reviewed and approved by the Board as written.
Monthly Reports to the Board
Chair’s Report
In the Chair’s absence, Dave McNeal shared the latest edition of Visit Tri-Cities’ magazine. In the edition were descriptions of Badger and Candy and the work that went into them and what they provide. He shared that we could capitalize on this sort of outreach to get in touch with Visit Tri-Cities and make sure credit is given to Benton County.  
Committee/Subcommittee Reports
Mr. McNeal on behalf of the signage committee met with the airsoft group at Hover a week ago and Mike and Craig were gracious hosts.  They shared the signs they use at the events and discussed permanent signage. They also let him sit on the safety briefing and he was very impressed. Modification of the “no shooting” sign needs to be modified since it was probably not intended to exclude the airsoft group.  His recommendation based on visit is to move forward as we can with the airsoft group to solidify the partnership with the Board. Mike is continuing to look into insurance and other issues that have been raised. 
Staff Reports
Adam shared that new hire, Glenn Vaagen is doing a great job, and Adam will go over the Visit Tri-Cities guide with him.  
Adam reminded the Board that we need to schedule a session with Tom Beckwith to finish the plan and get the last online open house completed. 
The Two Rivers restroom and Hover parking lot permit were received. The Board will need to make decisions about how the parking lot will look and reconcile things about price. 
The meeting in August will be at Horn Rapids and will include dedication to Linda Smith with a 5:30 or 6 pm start.  

Business
· Candy Mountain Properties- Special Guest Bob Bass, President FOBM 
A GIS map was shared with the group of the existing Cany Mountain Preserve. The trail system goes up to Candy and ends there, the long term goal is to extend trail system East to West-Benton City and Red Mountain. To get to summit of Candy, there is a need go over private property.  In 2015, FOBM had made contact with the owner of the property.  Owner has been amenable.  They are currently trying to work out a deal to buy 5 acres of a 40 acre lot, and also grant the owner easement extensions, some of which go through the park. That will allow him a buffer of what he plans to do with the remaining 35 acres.  The 5 acres would extend the trail to the west so they can get down to Kennedy Road and then connect to Red Mountain. Time is of the essence because the owner would like to sell. 

Adam wanted to put it on the Board’s mind that there might be a proposal coming down the pike. The only requirement the County has is an environmental assessment done by a 3rd party before they take property donated or bought. That takes a couple months and costs a couple grand. 

Adam reminded the Board that he reached out to BLM a few weeks ago regarding the parcel that sits above the property that Bob talked about buying.  Adam put in an application for a RPP lease. The County would have to improve the land under RPP lease with BLM but you can convert RPP lease into a patent over time. 

FOBM has been successful with funds by keeping campaigns limited so they don’t wear people out. 

· Annual Joint Park Boards Social  
Benton County is up again for hosting the annual joint park board social. In the past, the County has had one at Howard Amon and Horn Rapids park. Adam would like to move it to the 3rd or 4th week of September.  He recommended to the Board that a good location would be at Barker Ranch, that way it could be inside or outside.  Former Park Board member Michael Crowder runs the Ranch and is the current President of the National Association of Conservation Districts in addition to being a supervisor for the Benton Conservation District.  Tip Pit is a great option for catering. The Board agreed with the recommendation put forth. 
Public Comments/Poll of the Board/Adjournment
Public Comment: 
Mickie Chamness (CBNPS) shared that the Native Plant Society has some hikes in the Blue Mountains. The wildflowers are looking great, the hikes are on their website calendar.  She invited everyone to check it out. 
Cindy Faith (PSR) shared that their meeting with Sharon Grant is tomorrow and they are looking forward to Adam being their guest speaker in July. 
Michael Seelinger (from the Airsoft Community) mentioned that it was nice to have Dave out there and observe them and provide his opinion on safety.  He said it’s nice to be close to something and it’s been time well spent. 
Dave Beach (Manager of Board of FOBM) commented that they are ridding the mountain of noxious weeds. They started the volunteer group last week and it looks like they have a few out there.  They did spray the road up to the summit last year and they are coming back. Talked about doing a joint spray project with the county and or local homeowners. Adam will put him in touch with Glenn to advertise for additional volunteers to help with that.  

Poll of the Board: 
Sarah Funk appreciates being able to participate remotely, she appreciates the updates and engagement and it’s a good thing for the community. 
Kit appreciates everyone’s participation, and thanks Bob for the presentation is excited for what is to come. 
Dave McNeal and Karla Brown both thank everyone, board, public and partners. 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at: 7:40 PM and the Board held the Board vacancy candidate interview. 
